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The Great American Songbook Foundation 
announced a transformative gift in the form 
of one of Indiana’s most stately and renowned 
private residences. 

The 107-acre Asherwood estate in Carmel is 
the former home of philanthropist Bren Simon 
and her late husband Mel Simon, cofounder 
of Simon Property Group, the nation’s largest 
shopping mall owner and real estate investment 
trust. Bren Simon’s gift includes all the real 
estate and personal property at Asherwood, 
with a total value appraised at more than $30 
million. 

 The Songbook Foundation will leverage 
the donation toward its goal of creating a 
freestanding Great American Songbook Hall 
of Fame Museum, dedicated to the timeless 
popular music of Tin Pan Alley, Broadway and 
Hollywood. Founded in 2007 by internationally 
known performer and preservationist Michael 
Feinstein, the Foundation is based at the 
affiliated Center for the Performing Arts in 
Carmel. 

“This is a historic moment for the Songbook 
Foundation and for our nation’s musical 
legacy,” said 

Melissa Stapleton Barnes, chair of the 
Foundation’s Board of Directors. “Mrs. 
Simon’s generosity represents a great leap 
forward in establishing a permanent home 
for the Songbook Archives, expanding the 
Foundation’s outreach and education programs 
and creating an interactive visitor experience 
of international caliber.” 

The Asherwood property holds enormous 
promise as a potential museum site and as 
the basis of an endowment to support the 
Songbook Foundation’s mission. No longer 
occupied by Bren Simon, it includes a fully 
furnished 50,000-square-foot main house, an 
8,000-square-foot clubhouse, a 6,000-square-
foot guesthouse, several other structures and 
two golf courses. 

“During my time at Asherwood, my fondest 
memories were when we welcomed guests 
into our home and hosted events to support 

causes we care deeply about,” Simon said. 
“I am so pleased that Asherwood is now 
transitioning into a place that will support the 
Great American Songbook Foundation and be 
seen and used by the Foundation, its guests 
and the public at large. I can think of no finer 
use than for Asherwood to become an asset to 
the Songbook Foundation and to support the 
mission of celebrating American music.” 

Up to now, the Songbook Foundation has 
operated with a modest staff and budget 
that belie its broad impact. Its Songbook 
Archives & Library, with over 100,000 items, 
is second only to the Library of Congress as 
a repository of documents, recordings and 
other artifacts from the 20th century heyday of 
the Great American Songbook. The holdings 
include personal papers and other pieces 
from legendary performers and songwriters 
including Meredith Willson (The Music 
Man), Johnny Burke (“Swinging on a Star”), 
Gus Kahn (“It Had to Be You”) and Hy Zaret 
(“Unchained Melody”). The collections, which 
attract musicians and researchers from around 
the world, are currently stored at a facility 
near the Palladium concert hall, where the 
Foundation maintains its offices and a public 
exhibit space. 

Carmel Mayor Jim Brainard noted that the 
eventual creation of a Songbook museum 
has been a key element of the city’s arts-
based economic development strategy. “Since 
Michael (Feinstein) accepted our invitation 
to locate the Great American Songbook 
Foundation in Carmel, we have worked 
to create a permanent site for its growing 
collection of artifacts,” Brainard said. “It has 
been a pleasure to introduce Bren to Michael so 
that they could learn how their resources could 
work toward the goal of preserving part of 
our American heritage of music and culture.” 
Feinstein, who also serves as Artistic Director 
for the Center for the Performing Arts, said the 
gift brings a longtime dream a profound step 
closer to reality.

  SIMON GIFT CARMEL 
RESIDENCE                                                       

    NEW YEAR
“The rose of the old year withers away as the new 
bud begins to bloom.” ~Terri Guillemets

歲月不待人,時間如東流。Time and tide 
wait for no man. 2017 stealthily slipped away. 
2018 has just begun. In ancient times, many 
cultures celebrated New Year in March when 
spring begins with the vernal equinox, the time 
for a new crop season. In 1582, Pope Gregory 
XIII introduced the Gregorian calendar and 
proposed the first day of January as New Year’s 
Day. Eventually, January 1st has been accepted 
as New Year’s Day throughout the globe with 
the exception of some cultures, particularly 
among Asian nations.  

Americans customarily start celebrating 
on New Year’s Eve by attending dinner and 
dancing parties. Many hotels, clubs, casinos 
and restaurants organize New Year’s Eve 
balls and parties as well as other festivities. 
The guests are served with a lavish feast and 
entertained by enlivening music; they merrily 
dance and enjoy the vibrant, festive ambiance. 
When the clock strikes for midnight, people 
unreservedly cheer usually with noisemakers 
to welcome the New Year. People embrace and 
kiss their loved ones. Another tradition is the 
champagne toast at midnight. The song, Auld 
Lang Syne, is played for the occasion. 

Major cities in the United States host 
televised celebrations with festive activities 
including music, dance, firework displays as 
well as a countdown when the clock strikes 
twelve. The most popular American tradition 
of welcoming the New Year is watching 
the”Dropping of the ball” at Times Square in 
New York City. The 11,875-pound Waterford 
crystal ball  illuminated by more than 32,000 
LED lights located on the roof of One Times 
Square starts dropping at 11:59 pm on 
December 31st, while thousands of people 
enthusiastically count down the seconds.  It is 
slowly lowered until it reaches the bottom at 
the stroke of midnight, the transition between 
New Year’s Eve and New Year, and then the 
New Year sign is lighted. Times Square breaks 
into thundering cheers; cars loudly honking, 
people passionately hugging and kissing and 
wishing each other Happy New Year. 

On New Year’s Day, many people like to 
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spend time and celebrate with their family 
and loved ones at home by sharing joy and 
happiness, reminiscing the past, eating a 
scrumptious dinner, watching football games 
and parades on TV, enjoying each other’s 
company, and so forth. People also pay visits 
to their relatives and friends, exchanging 
New Year’s gifts and greetings. Many prefer 
to patronize restaurants for a sumptuous 
feast. Another popular American tradition is 
watching the Rose Bowl college football game 
and Rose Parade in Pasadena, California on 
New Year’s Day. It has been the most attended 
college football bowl game. 

Many Americans make at least one New 
Year’s resolution. The most popular New Year 
resolutions includelose weight, get physically 
fit, save more money, etc. It is a tradition to 
use the image of a baby, labeled Baby New 
Year, to signify the beginning of New Year. 
The baby wears a diaper and a sash across his 
upper body that displays the upcoming year he 
is officially representing.

The significance of the New Year celebration 
is to leave the past behind us, while looking 
ahead to a brand new and better life in the 
coming year, which provides us a new hope 
and opportunity to fulfill our dreams.

In the words of Taylor Addison, “This is a 
time for reflection as well as celebration. As 
you look back on the past year and all that 
has taken place in your life. Remember each 
experience for the good that has come of it and 
for the knowledge you have gained. Remember 
the efforts you have made and the goals you 
have reached. Remember the love you have 
shared and the happiness you have brought. 
Remember the laughter, the joy, the hard work, 
and the tears. And as you reflect on the past 
year, also be thinking of the new one to come. 
Because most importantly, this is a time of new 
beginnings and the celebration of life.” 

Happy and Healthy New Year!

  AIR FORCE GENERAL 
VISITS CRANE                                          

The world’s third-largest naval installation, 
located in southern Indiana, welcomed some 
big names in government Monday. General 
David Goldfein, chief of staff of the U.S. Air 
Force, joined Senators Joe Donnelly (D-IN) 
and Todd Young (R-IN), and Congressman 
Trey Hollingsworth (R-9) for a tour of Naval 
Support Activity Crane.

Gen. Goldfein is the highest-ranking officer 
in the Air Force and a member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. The tour included visits to 
several laboratories on base and the general 
had the chance to speak with uniformed and 
civilian personnel on site. Donnelly’s office 
says the discussions included Crane’s growing 
support for the Air Force and potential avenues 
for an increased Air Force presence at the base.

“Crane’s cutting-edge work provides 
our warfighters with the tools they need to 
succeed,” Donnelly said in a news release. 
“I’m so proud to have brought General 
Goldfein here to see firsthand Crane’s growing 
work for the Air Force and discuss how we can 
build a permanent Air Force presence at Crane 
in the future.”

Goldfein thanked the men and women 
for their work at Crane, which he called 
“absolutely essential.”The visit was the latest 
from a top government official at Crane. In 
June 2016, then-Secretary of Defense Ash 
Carter paid a visit to the base and called it a 
“national treasure.”

Photo courtesy of Sen. Joe Donnelly’s office

    HOOSIER SCHOOLS 
AMONG ‘BEST COLLEGE 

VALUES’                                               
Ten Indiana colleges and universities are included in Kiplinger’s 2018 “Best College Values” 

list. The ranking is based on criteria including competitiveness, graduation rates, and cost and 
financial aid. The list begins with 1,200 schools and is narrowed down to the top 300. The other 
criteria involved in compiling the list include academic support and student indebtedness. 

Indiana schools on the list include:
• 46 - Notre Dame University
• 80 - DePauw University
• 117 - Purdue University
• 148 - Earlham College
• 175 - Hanover College
• 180 - Wabash College
• 190 - University of Evansville
• 211 - Butler University
• 220 - Goshen College
• 263 - Indiana University Bloomington
Princeton University tops the 2018 list, followed by Davidson College, Swarthmore College in 

Pennsylvania, Harvard University and Duke University. 

 OPRAH TO 
SPOTLIGHT THE 

CAKE BAKE SHOP                           
 A popular bakery and cafe in Indianapolis 

is getting some powerful publicity.The Cake 
Bake Shop says it has been chosen to be on 
Oprah Winfrey’s “O List” in next month’s 
issue of O: The Oprah Magazine.

On its Facebook page, the Cake Bake Shop 
says Oprah tried its Earls Court, Peppermint 
Candy Cane and Mint Chocolate Chip Cake. 
The company says the Mint Chocolate Chip 
Cake will be featured in the magazine, while 
one of the other two will be part of Oprah’s 
“2018 Favorite Things.”

Last month, the Cake Bake Shop announced 
it would open a second location in Carmel. The 
new restaurant will be located at Carmel City 
Center inside the Baldwin building, which is 
still under construction. The company hopes to 
open the location this fall. Oprah Winfrey
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